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Rev Jack Laidlaw, Interim Moderator 

From Rev Jack Laidlaw, Interim Moderator. 

It is a privilege for me, as a member of the congregation, to serve as your 

Interim Moderator. Last September after four years in the post I finished being 

the Interim Moderator of Dundee West. You are never quite sure how long 

such temporary appointments are going to last! That was certainly the case 

when Rev David Collins was asked to be our Interim Moderator in October 

2019 when our minister Rev Alisa McDonald was on sick leave. He could not 

have anticipated having to continue through lock-down. He did not have an 

easy time. Our parish became vacant when Rev Alisa McDonald was in-

ducted to Meldrum and Bourtie on 13 October 2020. David stayed on as In-

terim Moderator until the Congregational meeting on Zoom on 26 January 

when the congregation agreed to the appointment of an Interim Minister. We 

are grateful for all the work Rev David Collins has done for Barnhill St Marga-

ret's. 

I am pleased to share the news that an Interim Minister has been appointed. 

Rev Dr Andrew Gardner will start as our Interim from April 25th, 2021. Cur-

rently he is concluding his time as Interim Minister at Christ Kirk Glenrothes. 

Dr Gardner is a graduate of St Andrews University. He spent time in Dundee 

as a Probationer attached to the High Kirk. For fourteen years he was the 

minister of St Andrews Church, Brussels before joining the team of Interim 

Ministers. We look forward to having him as our Interim Minister. 
 

Our congregation has been going through a lot of change and uncertainty. A 

pathway is beginning to open up to help us discern what lies ahead as God's 

people in Barnhill. We shall all need to pray, listen and talk as we work to-

gether to find the best way forward. Paul said to the Philippians “this one thing 

I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I 

press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ 

Jesus.” 

May God bless you and yours.   Jack Laidlaw 

Bless us with wisdom, insight 

and vision 

God, meet us in the silence - 

the place beyond the business and 

the bustle, the chatter and the     

clutter, beyond our preoccupations 

and prejudices. 
 

There bless us with wisdom, insight 

and vision to discern and lay hold of 

what is valuable and true, to 

glimpse, hope and strive for        

possibilities of transformation and 

fulfillment, to commit ourselves to 

the new future which you are  call-

ing us to share. 

Lorna and Andrew 

There are good reports of Rev Lorna 

Tunstall now the minister of Clyne 

linked with Kildonan and Loth 

Helmsdale Church. She was        

ordained and inducted on 25      

September. Lorna and her husband 

Mark have settled into the manse in 

Brora. Lorna is still looking forward 

to the time when she can invite the 

Barnhill people to visit her in Brora. 

 

Rev Andrew Kimmitt is now minister 

at Aberlour with one church building 

in the town and another at Craigella-

chie. He and Lynsey are settling in 

to the manse. They both managed to 

catch Covid 19 but are in recovery. 

The current lock down has him 

champing at the bit for the kind of 

normality that will allow him to go out 

and about to meet people in his   

parish. If you go on the Aberlour 

Church website you will see him  

introducing worship from the side of 

the Spey. 

The photograph opposite is the 

Patullo stained glass window. This 

featured in the booklet ‘Our      

Magnificent Stained Glass        

Windows’, written and prepared by 

Chris and Steve Johnston along 

with Iain Ross and Graham     

Wightman.  Copies of the booklet 

will be available from the Church 

Office once restrictions are lifted. 

See the Guild News (back page) for 

more information. 



DO YOU HAVE AN E-MAIL ADDRESS? 

We would like to send our church correspondence by e-mail as much 

as possible. This will help us get the information to you quickly whilst 

cutting costs for postage, reducing the amount of paper we  

use and keeping us more environmentally friendly.  

If you have an e-mail address and are happy to share it with us please 

e-mail the Church Office at  

church.office@btconnect.com  

 

This will ONLY be used for Barnhill St Margaret’s Church  

purposes and NOT shared with any other parties. 

ONLINE WORSHIP 

During the restrictions and lockdowns we have tried our best to  

continue with our Sunday worship. Initially the service was recorded and then 

accessed via facebook or youtube. DVD’s were also posted out to those who 

could not access online. From August last year we were able to meet in the 

church (with all criteria met), however as we are unable to continue with that 

for the moment we are offering a weekly Zoom service. This has grown sub-

stantially in numbers since the first few weeks. Details on how to join the ser-

vices are sent out by e-mail each week or you can phone the office on 737294 

for details. If you are unable to join us online but would like a CD of the service 

please contact the Church Office. 

New Members: 
We welcome to our church family: 

Horace and Helen Farquharson 

Lorna Thomson 

Church Register 

Funerals:  
We remember those  
who have died recently: 

George Smith 

Hannelore Blair 

Edith Black 

Isabelle Duncan 

Jean McRonald 

Alice Yule 

Alex Gow 

Margaret Poustie 

John Wood 

Isabel Airth 

Church Bible Study 

The church bible study group has been meeting for around 20 years and is 

open to anyone. Over the years we have met at various times, in various    

locations (the church, our hall, and people’s homes), and using a variety of 

resources. At present we are meeting using Zoom on Tuesday afternoons 

from 2.00 – 3.30 pm. No prior knowledge is needed, just a willingness to listen 

and to share your own insights as we look at parts of the Bible together. 

If you would like more details, including a Zoom meeting link, please contact 

the church office. 

Broughty Ferry Churches Group Lent Studies 

The Broughty Ferry Churches Group has been going for nearly 50 years and 

each Lent we have met together once a week. This year our Lent Study is 

using a LifeBuilder booklet on Jesus’s Final Week. We will be meeting on 8 

Wednesday evenings from 7.30 till 9pm. The group will meet from 17th    

February (Ash Wednesday) until 7th April (the Wednesday after Easter).   

Normally we meet in the hall of one of our churches, but because of the  

covid restrictions we will be meeting using Zoom, so you can join us from the 

comfort of your own home!  

If you would like more details, including a Zoom meeting link, please contact 

the church office. 

The Outreach Committee 

Do you enjoy having a chat with 

friends? Do you miss going out for 

coffee and having a catch up? If 

so, then this may be for you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members of the Outreach commit-

tee are inviting you to join with 

friends from our church family for 

a virtual ‘Coffee and Chat’ using 

Zoom. These sessions will take 

place on various, mutually agreed, 

days and times when you can sit 

in the comfort of your own home 

with a beverage and snack of your 

choice and catch up with friends 

from the congregation. 

If you would prefer a one to one 

telephone call with a member of 

the committee, again at an agreed 

time, that can also be arranged. 

If you are interested please call  

Norma Holmes Tel: 774121 or you 

can contact Norma by email at 

dnholmes@talktalk.net                   

for more information. 

mailto:dnholmes@talktalk.net


 

Find us on facebook at  

Barnhill St Margaret’s Parish 

Church. Let us know if you 

have any music selections or 

news that you would like us to share. 

We would love to hear from you. 

The World Day of Prayer should 

have been held on 5th March in 

Broughty Ferry New Kirk. This, of 

course, is not happening due to the 

Covid 19 restrictions. Broughty   

Ferry New Kirk intend to hold the 

service later in the year when hope-

fully churches will be open again. 

The Scottish WDP Committee have 

organised the service on Zoom with 

both internet and telephone links.  

This service will be at 2pm hosted 

by the Augustine United Church in 

Edinburgh with participants from 

across Scotland. For joining details 

see WDP website or WDP Scotland 

Facebook or use the Zoom link: 

Webinar ID:  895 9398 3883 

Passcode:  901656 

If you do not have internet access 

you can join using a landline 0131 

4601196.  You will be asked for the 

above webinar ID and passcode.  

There may be costs involved. 

The service will then be posted on 

the Scottish WDP website and    

Facebook page for later access. 

Starting on Tuesday, 23rd February, 

there will be 10 Days of Prayer 

posted each morning on Scottish 

WDP Facebook Page focusing on 

Vanuatu. The Christian women of 

Vanuata had prepared this year’s 

service. 

If you wish to donate money to 

WDP there is a donate button on 

www.wdpscotland.org.uk. Cheques 

can be sent to:  The Treasurer,  

Suzanne Foster, Church of Scot-

land, Delnapot, Blacksboat,      

Banffshire, AB37 9BQ.  

The Webinar ID and Passcode may 

change, so keep an eye on the 

website. 

WDP Service material is available 

as a booklet or online.  Please    

contact me if you want a booklet. 

Norma McDonald  

Phone: 01382 800588 

World Day of Prayer 2021 
 

Refugee Support Group 

Barnhill St Margaret’s is a participant 

in With Refugees Broughty Ferry 

(WRBF), a volunteer group which 

brings together the Broughty Ferry 

churches and the wider community 

in various projects to help refugees 

at home and abroad. Despite COVID 

we remain active and look forward to 

accelerating our efforts when      

conditions allow. 
 

We work with the refugees who have 

been resettled in Dundee from war 

zones in the Middle East through UN 

and UK Government programmes. 

Our volunteers befriend and mentor 

families, and help with language and 

integration in general. The material 

needs of the families are well met by 

the City Council and other agencies, 

but there is a great opportunity for 

the support that volunteers can give 

to people uprooted from their homes 

and seeking to build new lives in an 

unfamiliar country. 
 

Working with another charitable 

group, Dundee Refugee Support, we 

source, sort and package used 

clothing for onward shipment to   

refugee camps in Europe and the 

Middle East. We have a real chal-

lenge right now, however, as the 

warehouse at Dunsinane Avenue 

which we use for our sorting work is 

to close soon, and we are now work-

ing to find emergency space for  

storage in the short term to give us 

breathing space to find a secure 

long term base. 
 

Out third strand takes us to        

Hungary, where we have partnered 

with Kalunba, a charity which has 

grown out of local churches, includ-

ing St Columba’s Kirk in Budapest. 

Yes, the Church of Scotland really 

does have a parish in Hungary!   

Kalunba does great work with      

refugees displaced by war in a  

country where government is much 

less supportive of migrants than is 

the case in Scotland. 
 

Working with refugees is interesting, 

rewarding and fun. If you would like 

to join our growing group of volun-

teers please get in touch. 

Graham McKee 

graham.mckee@hotmail.co.uk  

 

Church re-opening 

The recent Scottish Gov-

ernment announcement 

stated that providing there 

are no further setbacks the ‘stay at 

home’ message will be lifted on 5th 

April and places of worship may be 

allowed to re-open. Our Kirk Ses-

sion will meet on the 23rd March to 

discuss this and further information 

will be made available thereafter.  

Tuesday Prayers 

Tuesday prayers will re-

commence on 2nd March 

2021 at 9.30am via Zoom.  

Details for joining the call will be 

included with the weekly Sunday 

Worship e-mail.  Please contact the 

Church Office if you wish to add 

your name to the mailing list. 

Church Website 

A new website is on the 

way. At its meeting on 23 

February the Kirk Session took first 

steps to have a new website for 

Barnhill St Margaret’s. It will take 

time to set up but it should be up and 

running around the time that Rev Dr 

Andrew Gardner is in post as our 

Interim Minister. 

  www. 

Christian Aid Week 

10-16 May 2021 

Christian Aid is a global 

movement of people, churches and 

local organisations. For more than 

75 years, it has provided humanitar-

ian relief and long-term development 

support for poor communities world-

wide, while highlighting suffering, 

tackling injustice and championing 

people’s rights. 
 

Visit www.christianaid.org.uk  to find 

out more about their work and how 

you can help. 

http://www.wdpscotland.org.uk
mailto:Graham.mckee@hotmail.co.uk


 

Guild News 

DATA PROTECTION ACT 1998: All mem-
bers and adherents of the congregation are 
advised that their membership/adherence 
and ‘Network’ dispatch information is held 
on computerised records.  This information 
will not be published within the congregation 
without your written permission or divulged 
to any outside agencies or individuals at any 
time. 

 

Guild Pictures 
Sadly we had to make the difficult   

decision to cancel all our activities for 

the 2020/21 session. We had a good 

programme in place and, hopefully, 

we will be able to have these speak-

ers in another session. If you would 

like to read the Scottish Guild newslet-

ter this can be found by logging onto 

the Church of Scotland website and 

subscribing to the newsletter via the 

‘About the Guild’ section. A small 

booklet describing our beautiful 

stained glass windows has been     

produced to mark the building of the 

church nave 125 years ago, on 16  

November, 1895. A short presentation 

of this booklet took place during the 

service on 22 November, 2020. Last 

session our Guild agreed to fund the 

printing of the booklet which should be 

of interest to members of the congre-

gation and any visitors. It is still hoped 

that, maybe in 2021, information 

plaques can be made and fixed below 

each window. The funding of this pro-

ject is a gift to the church from our 

Guild to mark its100th birthday in 

2021. We have also funded the setting 

up of two flower planters which now sit 

outside the main doors of the church, 

another reverse birthday present. 

Hopefully they will provide some col-

our and cheer. They have some win-

ters plants at the moment and the plan 

is to refresh these in the spring. We 

were delighted when 47 members  

decided to support the Guild by joining 

for the 2020/21 session. So far we 

have sent out a card and then a letter. 

Now we have collected quite a few  e-

mail addresses so we can use these 

as well as normal posting. We would 

certainly like to organise a celebratory 

tea party for our 100th birthday when 

it is possible, we look forward to being 

with you all again.  Contacts: Eleanor 

Anderson 774798 Christine Johnston 

477739 

We have prepared an Easter ‘Holiday 

Club in a bag’ for children who would 

normally attend Messy Church or our 

holiday club. If you were on our list 

and got a summer or Christmas bag 

then you will get one delivered. How-

ever, if you haven’t tried a bag before 

and you would like to have craft ac-

tivities to take your children or grand-

children through the whole of Holy 

week, please give the church office a 

call to get one delivered.  
 

A family-friendly Easter trail will be 

installed in the Barnhill Rock Garden 

from Sat 27
th
 of March until Monday 

5
th
 of April. Find the 10 Easter egg 

posters, read what they represent 

and complete the simple challenge. If 

you have your smart phone with you  

use it to scan the QR code which will 

give you more of the Easter story. 

We have prepared a family Easter 

reflection which will be available on 

the Barnhill St Margaret’s Facebook 

page. This is linked to the Easter holi-

day club above but can be enjoyed by 

anybody at any time.   

www.facebook.com/

barnhillstmargarets.  

www.youtube.com/channel/

UCSEj24KO3rQuZuo6kY0Izxw 
 

Beth Duncan and Evelyn Scanlan 

Easter Holiday Club 

As angels were warmly received at 

Christmas, knitters have been busy 

making hearts that were to go out in 

February. Due to current restrictions 

this was not possible. It is hoped the 

hearts can be distributed in time for 

Easter. 


