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From the Minister
Dear Friends
It has been good to welcome more people to the 9.15am and 10.30am
Sunday morning services. I am happy to maintain a Zoom service every two
weeks for the sector of the congregation who wish to continue worshipping in
this way. I am aware that we have not reached our full capacity as a congregation but will be patient as we see how numbers develop over time.
I am looking forward to spending my first Advent and Christmas at Barnhill St
Margaret’s. It’s a special time for followers of Christ throughout the world, as
we anticipate the arrival God’s promised Saviour and we celebrate his birth at
Bethlehem in humble circumstances. Jesus’ birth was unique in a number of
ways.
Firstly his birth was foretold by the Old Testament prophets. The prophets
called God’s people back to godly living as a community of faith. When the
prophet Isaiah predicted the birth of a Messiah, he was declaring that no
matter how bleak life seemed, God was sovereign and knew what he was
doing. Two of the specific prophecies from the prophet Isaiah, promise the
coming of a child. Isaiah 7:14 speaks of the birth of a son, who will be called
‘Immanuel’, which means ‘God with us’. A longer prophecy is found in Isaiah
9: 1-7 which describes the kind of leadership that ‘the son’ will give the world
during his time.
Next there are events that surround the birth of Christ. There are the angelic
annunciations made to Mary and Joseph informing them that the child has
been conceived by the Holy Spirit. Luke’s gospel describes a choir of angels
singing praises which declare to the lowly shepherds that a Saviour has been
born in Bethlehem town. After the shepherd’s visit, they are followed by the
distinguished Magi who present gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh to the
newborn king. These are extraordinary events around the birth of an extraordinary child, God’s incarnate Son, Saviour.
Lastly, the birth of Christ reminds us that the God who loves us is generous to
us. By sending his son, he has blessed us with the greatest gift he could give
us, the Lord Jesus Christ. He has fulfilled his promise in sending someone
who forgives human sin and offers eternal life. When you give presents to
friends and family at Christmas, give thanks to God for his generous gift of
Jesus.
Wishing you God’s blessing and peace during Advent and Christmas,
Your minister and friend,
Andrew Gardner

Our Christmas Services
12 December
9.15am – Early Service
10.30am – 9 Lessons & Carols
2pm – A Time to Remember
19 December
9.15am – Early Service
10.30am – Nativity
24 December
6.15pm – Messy Christmas
in the hall
7pm – Family Service
11.30pm – Watchnight Service
25 December
10.30am – Zoom Service
26 December
No Early Service
10.30am - Worship

Update on Presbytery
Mission Plan
Since the last edition of the Network
Magazine- representatives from St
Margaret’s (paid staff, plus the
Interim Minister, Iain Ross and David
Butchart) have met with representatives from the 4 Broughty Ferry
Church of Scotlands. After 2 meetings in September and October the 5
congregations have put together a
Presbytery mission plan written
against the 5 marks of mission.
Another meeting is scheduled for
January 13th 2022 at 7pm.
Andrew Gardner

Church Register
CHURCH SERVICES
Good news! Our Church services have reverted to normal times.
Our contemporary service is at 9.15am in the Church.
Tea and coffee will be served from 9am.
Our traditional service is at 10.30am in the Church and
refreshments will be served afterwards in the hall.
We still have restrictions on numbers attending therefore it would be
helpful if you contacted the Church Office to reserve your seat at either
service. Face coverings are still required unless exempt.
For those unable to attend either of these services the minister will
host a Zoom online service on the second and fourth Sunday of each
month at 10am. Details on how to join this service will be sent out by
e-mail or you can phone the office on 737294 for details.

We look forward to seeing you.

Update on Interim Ministry
We have significantly increased
the number of e-mail contacts on
our list which means more members receive information quicker
and we reduce the amount of
paper we use.
If you have an e-mail address
and are happy to share it with us
please e-mail the Church Office
at office@bsmchurch.org.uk
This will ONLY be used for
Barnhill St Margaret’s Church
purposes and NOT shared with
any other parties.

On 28th October, a congregational Transitional Support Group
meeting was held on Zoom. The

New Members:
We welcome to our
congregation:
Donald and Caroline Leggat
Baptisms:
It has been a pleasure to welcome to our Church Family
Aemilia Leggat
Atholl Thomson
Funerals:
We remember those who have
died recently:
Mr Stephen Johnston
Mrs Catherine Petrie

TUESDAY PRAYERS

Our prayer group meet in the
Session Room at 9.30am. If you
wish us to pray for a family
member or friend please use the
cards which are in the pews or
at the main door of the church,
alternatively you can phone the
Church Office or put a
note in the office
mailbox.

meeting was chaired by Rev

Stewart McPherson and breakout
rooms were facilitated by members of the Kirk Session, other
Interim Ministers and members of
Presbytery. The facilitators noted
the good participation by members of the congregation. The rea-

Church Flowers

sons for the period of Interim Min-

We thank our Flower Team for
the beautiful arrangements in
the church each week. If you
wish to ‘gift’ flowers on a particular Sunday please add your
name to the Flower Calendar at
the main door of the church and
the arranger will contact you in
due course. The flowers are
made into bouquets after the
service and we are looking for
help in delivering them locally.
Please let the Church Office
know if you can help with this.

istry and concerns of the congregation were heard. Much of what
was said matched with the concerns raised in the original application for Interim Ministry. The
next step is for the information to
be collated and a draft document
brought to the Kirk Session, hopefully to the December meeting.
Many thanks for your participation.
Andrew Gardner

Home Visits
We appreciate that
not everyone feels
they are able to return to the church services just
yet due to continuing restrictions
however please let us know if
you would like a home visit. We
are very happy to pop in to see
you and have a chat.
Just let us know by contacting
the Church Office.

Teas and Coffees
We are delighted that
we can meet for tea, coffee and
fellowship after the church service each Sunday and thank the
teams of volunteers who make
this possible. We urgently need
additional helpers and would
appreciate if you can contact
the Church Office if you are able
to help.

Book Club

Guild news

The Book Club meet in the Session
Room the second Thursday of each
month at 2pm. We read a variety of
books chosen by members of the
group. This session we have read:
Salt Path by Raynor Wynn
The Uganda Sails Wednesday by
Stuart Condie
A Wayne in a Manger by
Gerdase Thinn
We would be pleased to welcome
new members. Please contact
Alison at the Church Office on
01382 737294 or e-mail
office@bsmchurch.org.uk

The committee were keen to get started again and made the decision to
begin small initially. This means the afternoon and evening members
are, at present, meeting together once a month in the afternoon at 2pm.
This is proving successful and an enthusiastic group has met in September and October so far. We were fortunate that our minister, Andrew,
came to our first meeting for
communion followed by a short talk on his life story. The October speaker was Graham McKee from our congregation who spoke to us about
the work of the Refugee Support Group in Dundee. Another member of
the congregation,
Ellenore Foulis, joined us in November to give us some tales from
around the courts. As our guild is 100 years old this year we have
thought of a number of ways to commemorate this. So far we have funded the production of the small booklet on the stained glass windows in
the church, and installed two planters at the front doors of the church.
These have been planted out with autumn plants last year followed by
some summer bedding and now a winter display. Hopefully they give a
colourful welcome to people entering the church. Planning for a celebratory tea party is well in hand. This will take place in the afternoon of 7
December and will include refreshments and some musical entertainment. The Christmas meal at Monifieth Golf Club is on 14 December.
Future dates are January 25 - Quiz afternoon February 22 - Sailors’ Society March 29 - TBA Come and join the fun.
Contact us through Eleanor Anderson 774798 Christine Johnston
477739.

YOU H CLUB
The youth club at Barnhill St
Margaret’s Church has restarted
after a long break due to Covid. The
group will run on alternate Sunday
evenings during term time between 7
to 9pm in the church halls. There are
games, activities, sports and crafts
and it costs just £1 to get in. There
are free refreshments and the club is
open to all secondary school pupils
in the area.
Evenings we are running are:
Sundays - 12 December, 16 January, 30 January.
For more information contact our
youth worker Evelyn Scanlan
through our email address:
youth@bsmchurch.org.uk

Giving Tree

CAFÉ

Our café is open on a Wednesday during term time
from 10.45am. If you are looking to catch up with a
friend why not bring them along to the hall and enjoy a
cup of tea or coffee with some home-bakes. If you prefer, we offer a
light lunch of homemade soup and bread from 12 noon.
Our tables are well spaced out and our waiting staff will serve you.
Soup with bread, a cup of tea or coffee and a slice of cake or traybake
will cost £5 with proceeds to church funds. We look forward to welcoming you.

The Wee Winter Walk & Coffee and a Chat

Our thanks go to all who contributed
so generously to our Giving Tree.

Dundee Foodbank:
Helping local people in Crisis
Approximately 1 in 5 people are
deemed to be living in poverty, and
Dundee Foodbank aims to provide
assistance to this group by way of
providing food parcels to those
deemed most needy.
Barnhill St Margaret’s Church has
been a supporter of the Foodbank
for a number of years, by inviting and
encouraging members of the congregation to donate items of food each
Sunday. At the main entrance to the
church are 2 large labelled green
plastic baskets where food items can
be donated. Ideally dried foods such
as rice, sugar and cereals are most
useful, as are all tinned items.

Remembrance Sunday
The church was elegantly and
appropriately decorated for the
Annual Remembrance Sunday
Service.
The Minister paid tribute to the
British Legion. Iain Ross read out
the names of all those who fell in
the First and Second World Wars.
The booklet outlining the history of
the Church’s stained glass
windows was offered to all in
memory of Steve Johnston.

Urgently needed food items
Tinned fruit
Tinned puddings, eg rice pudding,
custard, sponge puddings
Tinned meat, eg Spam, ham, corned
beef
Tinned fish, eg Tuna, Sardines
Tinned vegetables
Tinned ready meals, eg minced beef,
macaroni
Coffee, tea
Toiletries, especially soap, shampoo,
deodorant, toothbrushes and
toothpaste.
In church there exists a team of
volunteers, the Foodbank Rota, who
deliver donated items to the Foodbank each week.
As church life begins to return to
normal, we would once again invite
you to bring along at least one item
of food to place in the donation baskets at the main entrance. In this
way you can offer real practical help
to those members of our community
who are in most need.
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